
SCRUTINY ADVISORY BOARD – COMMUNITIES 
AND PLACE

Meeting date: 16 March 2018

From: Senior Manager – Policy & Scrutiny

Communities & Place Board Briefing

1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 This report provides the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 
with an update on any issues and developments that have occurred since 
the last meeting of the Board on 27 November 2017.

2.0 Issues for Scrutiny

2.1 Members are asked to:

2.2 Note the range of activity set out in the report and updates following the last 
meeting of the Board on 27 November 2017

2.3 Consider the proposed Board work programme in paragraph 3.11 below and 
identify additional topics to consider

2.4 Consider the Forward Plan of Key Decisions 1 April 2018 – 31 May 2018 
attached as Appendix 1

3.0 Background

3.1 The Board last met on 27 November 2017. At the meeting Members 
considered the Council’s waste prevention activity, the Council’s approach to 
infrastructure planning, and received an update on the introduction of new 
inspection arrangements for Fire and Rescue Services and the Council’s 
preparations.

3.2 To support the Council’s preparations for the inspection of Cumbria Fire and 
Rescue Service under the new arrangements five Board members 
volunteered to form a working group to oversee this activity. These Members 
are Mrs Patricia Bell (Chair, Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory 
Board), Mr Jim Lister (Vice Chair, Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory 
Board), Mr Des English, Mr Alan Kennon, and Mrs Marjorie Rae.

3.3 Officers from the Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service are engaging with the 
work at national level on the development and implementation of the new 



inspection arrangements. In January 2018, officers attended a national 
inspection preparation conference where further information was obtained 
about what will be required in relation to the Key Lines of Enquiry and 
inspection timetables and arrangements. Cumbria will be in the third tranche 
of inspections scheduled to take place in Spring 2019.

3.4 Opportunities for further engagement with Board Members on this 
programme of work will be identified. 

Integrated Risk Management Plan

3.5 Following agreement at the Board meeting held on 27 November 2017, a 
session took place on 4 January 2018 for Board Members to explore 
proposals in Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service’s Integrated Risk 
Management Plan draft Year 3 Action Plan, which was subject to public 
consultation between 23 November 2017 and 8 January 2018.

3.6 Members in attendance received a presentation from the Assistant Chief Fire 
Officer and colleagues on current arrangements, issues for the future and 
the rationale for proposals. This included a focus on on-call arrangements.

3.7 Members welcomed the opportunity to understand more fully the need to 
transform the way the Service operates to better meet current and future 
need. Members also agreed a small number of key issues to be fed back to 
the Fire & Rescue Service following this session. These issues were:

 the significance of ensuring that communication with the public better 
reflects the modern day Fire and Rescue Service and its changing 
role;

 the importance of ensuring evidence and rationale for proposed 
changes are well-communicated to the public;

 the significant potential for the Fire and Rescue Service to contribute 
to the delivery of a wide range of safety and public health priorities, 
building on existing initiatives such as the Safe and Well Visits 
programme;

 the need to fully explore the potential of Fire and Rescue Service 
buildings as community assets and community hubs;

 the importance of expanding planned recruitment activity to partner 
organisations as part of the recruitment strategy aiming to address the 
significant recruitment challenges faced by the Service in respect of 
some areas of the county; and,

 the potential for exploring commercial opportunities which improve 
outcomes as well as generate income to invest in services.

3.8 The IRMP Year 3 Action Plan is due to be considered by the Council’s 
Cabinet on 21 March 2018.



Equality Objectives Task and Finish Group

3.9 On 1 February 2018, the Council’s Cabinet considered the report and 
recommendations from the Equality Objectives Task & Finish Group which 
was commissioned by the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 
in early 2017. The Cabinet accepted all of the Group’s recommendations. A 
Council-wide Action Plan will now be developed to be considered by Cabinet 
as a result of the work of the Group.

Referral from Scrutiny Performance Working Group

3.10 Following on from the Scrutiny Performance Working Group’s previous 
referral of recycling performance information in respect of variances in 
performance across districts within Cumbria; in January the Performance 
Working Group also referred the rates of street sweeping waste that is 
recycled to the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board for further 
exploration. As a result of this referral, these areas of performance are an 
item on the agenda for this meeting of the Board.

Board Work Programme

3.11 The current identified topics for future Board consideration are:

Topic Board Meeting / 
Timescales

Highways – improving the customer experience June 2018

Improvements to the parking system June 2018

Engagement in preparations for new Fire & 
Rescue Service inspection arrangements

Ongoing 

Waste reuse task & finish group March – December 
2018

3.12 Board members are asked to consider this proposed work programme above 
and identify additional topics they wish to consider.

Forward Plan of Key Decisions

3.13 Finally, the current Forward Plan of Key Decisions for 1 April 2018 to 31 May 
2018 is attached as Appendix 1. Members are asked to note the items that 
relate to the work of the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 
and to discuss any issues arising.



4.0 Conclusion

4.1 The Board is well placed to add value to a number of major issues and 
programme of work being undertaken within the Council over the coming 
months.

Clare Killeen
Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Advisor
5 Match 2018

Appendices

Appendix 1: Forward Plan of Key Decisions 1 April 2018 – 31 May 2018

Previous Relevant Council or Executive Decisions
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

Background Papers

No background papers.

Contact: Clare Killeen, Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Advisor
Tel. 07771938532 Email: clare.killeen@cumbria.gov.uk


